
J ~ E ,  1939 MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW 251, 

with its dense vegetation, its glaciers, and its unsuita- 
bility for agriculture; the desert climate of the ‘dead 
heart’ of Australia, a great barren waste, without hope 
of any eneral reclamation or development; the niodiiied 

possibilities for future white settlement; the continentrtl 
climate of central Europe, neither as extreme as that of 
the northern interior of North America on the one hand 
nor as mild and even tempered as that of the British Isles 
on the other.”-A. J .  E. 6 29./3 L- I ( 96 /. 3 1 

Pilot-b&on obsswatwm ab Apia, Samoa.-Mr. Andrew 
Thomson, director of Apia Observatory, has recently 
published the results of 380 pilot-balloon observations 
made at  Apia, western Samoa (lat. 13O 48.4’s . ;  long. 171’ 
46.5‘ W.), during the period between May, 1923, and 
April, 1928.’ An excellent feature of the pamphlet is 
the numerous graphs depicting various phases of the 
aerological data. Especially interesting among these 
are Figure 3, showing the variation of wind velocity with 
height and the number observations a t  different heights; 
Figure 5,  showing the percentage frequency of wind direc- 
tion at  various levels; Figures 9 and 10, showing average 
dtitude of boundary between winds with east-west and 
north-south components, respectively, and Figure 11, 
ahowing the constancy of wind direction a t  various 
levels. 

1n.connection with the change of wind direction with 
height the author states: 

A t  the surface and up to a level of 0.25 kilometers the observed 
winds are from nearly true east all the year round. * * * A t  
heights from 2 t o  3 kilometers westerly winds become increasingly 
frequent, and at 8 kilometers, they are more common than easterly 
win&. Above this and up to at least 14 kilometers blows a strong 
steady wind from approximately southwest. From March to  
Oetober this wind persists t o  an altitude of 20 kilometers. 

Regarding the velocity and constancy of upper winds 
he states: 

The trade winds would appear to have their maximum velocity 
of 6.1 m.p.8. at about 0.25 kilometers altitude, decreasing con- 
tinuously above this level. I n  the layer of westerly winds or 
counter trades the maximum velocity of 10.8 m.p.8. is reached at 
11.6 kilometers. G. M. B. Dobson has shown that in England 
the tropopause is characterized by high and rapidly varying wind 
velocities. It is probable that the tropopause in the latitude of 
Apia is at least 14 kilometers high so that the maximum velocity 
here found for this station is not associated with the tropopause. 

In view of the fact that the average wind velocities 
continue to increase with height aobve 14 kilometers 
and also that a month’s series of sounding balloon obser- 
vations made a t  Groesbeck, Tex. (lat. 31’ 30’ N.; long. 
96’ 28‘ W.), in Oc 
of the stratos here 

probably close to 17 kilometers.* 

tropica H climate of the plateau of East Africa, with its 

1927,’ showed the mean hei ht  
14.8 kilometers it is thought t a t  

its average !I eight over Apia is appreciably greater, 

Regarding the steadiness of the winds the author states: 
For the whole year the winds from the surface to 3 kilometers 

are steady in direction. The greatest variability occurs a t  4.5 
kilometers but above 6 kilometers a fairly constant direction is 
again maintained. This is notably the case for the stratum lying 
bebwMa 10 m d  12 kilometers. * * * The counter trades are 
almost as constant at the levels where they have the greatest 
velocity BB are the trade winds blowing at the surface. 

In discussing the mass movement of air which the 
author repreeents b the product of the mean velocity 

In the layers below 14 kilometers there is 5.3 times as much air 
transported toward the Equator during the year as moves pole- 
wards. Every month ehows this excess Of northward moving air. 

1 O ~ a t l o n s  of U per Curtents 8t Apia, Wedtern Samoa (ad mled), by Andrew 
~holnsan dirsctar O( &a Otmrvatory. I=. 

1 Nature (London), June 1, lam, pp. 834-836, by K. R. Ramamthsn 

and the density of t 1 e stratum, he states, 

- 
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It can scarcely be counterbalanced by currents above 14 kilometers 
flowing away from the Equator, since the inclusion of all available 
data to 20 kilometers would increase the excess. The density of 
air at 20 kilometers altitude is only 3 per cent of that  a t  the surface. 
Since t,he fraotion of the atmosphere above 20 kilometers which is 
unaccounted for is so small it must be concluded that Apia is a 
point where there is a great inflow of polar air toward the Equator. * * * It is probable there is almost equality in the massea of 
air moving eastward and westward above Apia. 

It is hoped that a larger objective may be substituted 
for the one whic.h was used on the theodolite in view of 
the author’s statement that higher observations would 
be possible if that were done. Based on experience with 
the theodolites used by the Weather Bureau it is thought 
that heights above 20 kilometers would be comparatively 
frequent under the conditions of light winds prevailing 
in that ;~JXXL It also appears probable that “free- 
rising” tive balloon observat,ions would be very 
success a t  Apia.-L. T. Sarnuels. 

Ha‘ t o m  a.f Dubuth, %inn., June 10, 1929.-Thunder 
a t  2 p. m. and from 3 p. m. to about 4:lO p. m. / ain from 3:40 p. m. to 4:lO p. m. From 2 p. m. to 

6 p. m. the barometer fell a t  steady rate of about 0.10 
inch in four hours, no surging effect indicated by baro- 
graph. Clouds prior to storm were the usual thunder- 
head type. Wind f0rc.e varied from moderate to fresh 
beiore, during, and after the storm-from southwest 
to  3:45 p. m., west to 3 5 6  p. in., northwest to 4:06 p. m., 
then west. Maximum velocity was 23 miles from north- 
west in the five minutes beginning 4 p. m. Very sultry 
condit,ions had prevailed all day, as well as during and 
immediately following the storm; this was the only out- 
standing or noticeable we.athe.r feature. 

Ground fairly 
carpeted with hailstones varying from marble size to aa 
large and larger t,hrtn baseballs, the larger ones being 
mostly round and averaging the latter size. (The 
standard baseball is understood to weigh 5 ounces.) 
The big hailstones fell between 4:05 p. m. and 4:07 p. m. 
The largest found a t  t,he Weather Bureau immediately 
after the storm n1easure.d 3 by 3 by 4% inc.hes and weighed 
6 ounc,es. Sonie of the irregularly shaped hail were 
reported as being even larger. One measured by an 
official of the Anierican Paint Go. a t  Superior Street 
and Thirtieth Avenue West was stated as being 3 by 4 
by 5 inches and weighin 12 ounces, and there were 
unauthenticated reports o P still larger ones. ‘The water 
content of the larger hail probably averaged around 0.02 
inch. There was also some difference in weight of hail 
averaging the same size. Many were beautifully marked 
with the concentric layers. 

Forty minutes after the storm a hailstone was found 
a t  the Weather Bureau measuring S:g by 3 by 4jh inches 
weighing 5 ounces; and two hours after falling several 
were found averaging >; by 1 by 1% inches and weighing 
around 1 ounce. The Weathe.r Bureau lawn and flower 
beds are spotted with innumerable holes where the large 
hail fell, the holes being as deep and in some instances 
deeper than the measured diameter of the hail. This 
condition was rat,her general in the area affected. 

As near as can be ascertained the larger hail fell over 
an area extending from about Fortieth Avenue East to 
Thirty-fifth Avenue West and northwest to including 
Duluth Heights, a suburb, representing a section approx- 
imately 7 miles long by 2 miles wide. 

Much damage resulted, especially to store windows 
facin northwest, street lights, auto windows and wind- 
shiel cf s, skylights, and greenhouses. The glass damage 
alone will probably run about $20,000. Pelting had 
stones penetrated the tops of hundreds of automobiles, 

Hail from 3 5 6  p. m. to 4:07 p. m. 
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with perhaps no insurance coverage. A few people 
suffered minor injuries.-H. W. R. 

Weather Bureau sta3 meetings, 1928-29, by W. R. 
Stevens, Secretary.-The regular biweekly meetings of the 
scientific and technical staff of the Central Office, which 
were initiated in the autumn of 1923, were cont,inued 
during the winter of 1928-29. Following is a list of the 
discussions (asterisks denote speakers from outside the 
Weather Bureau). 

October 3, 1928 

W. R. Gregg. Meteorology as an aid to safe flying. 

October 17, 1928 

W. W. Reed. Discussion of two papers by W. Peppler. 
(a) Contributions to the knowledge of the surface 

( b )  Changes in relative huniididity over Lake of Con- 
temperature of Lnke of Constance. 

stance with warm and cold invasions. 

October 31, 1928 

C. F. Marvin. Discussion of the transactions at  the 
meteorological meetings in Paris and London. 

November 14, 1928 

A. J. Henry. 
E. B. Calvert. Transactions a t  the meteorological 

Rainfall of China. 

meeting in London. 

November 28, 1928 

C. F. Marvin. 
H. H. I k b a l l .  A sunspot cycle of solar-constant 

Present status of calendar reform. 

values. 
December 12, 1928 

H. C. Willett. Some aspects of air-mass analysis. 

January 9, 1929 

0. L. Fassig. The hurricane of September, 1928. 

January 23, 1929 

H. C. Frankenfield. Discussion of the Mississippi 

A. J. Henry. 
River flood-control problem. 

Monthly charts of pressure anomaly. 

February 6, 1929 

F. E. Matthes.* Some unusual forms of snow and ice. 

February 20, 1929 

F. G. Tingley. Load lines and other measures for 
safety at  sea. 

March 6, 1929 

Measurements 
of the amount of ozone in the earth’s atmosphere and the 
altitude at  which it is found. 

H. H. Kimbdl and W. J. Humphreys. 

March 20, 1929 

W. J. Humphreys. Rainbows. 

ApriI 3, 1929 

C. F. Marvin. Accumulated sums of departures as an 
index to climatic changes. 

April 17, 1929 

I. F. Hand. An investigation of the contamination of 

A. J. Henry, H. C. Frankenfield, and R. H. Weight- 
Discussion of the nomenclature of cyclones. 

the atmosphere by an industrial plant. 

man. 

April 29, 1929 

W. E. Hurd. (a )  Northers of the Gulf of Tehuante- 

( b )  Tropical cyclones of southeastern North Pacific. 
C. F. Brooks.* The 11-year period in San Diego 

pec. 

rainfall. 
May 13, 1929 

C. F. Brooks.* Further studies of Gulf Stream tem- 
peratures and current in the Straits of Florida. 

Heteorology. By Dauid Brunt. 112 pages, 19 illustra- 
tions.-It is a rare pleasure to find an elementary work 
on any scienc.e that one can unrese,rvedIy recommend. 
This book by an important official in the meteorological 
office, London, affords that pleasure. It covers the en- 
tire range of meteorology, except the optical phenomena, 
about as fully, perhaps, as the average person cares to 
know it. There are no mathematical equations, and no 
attempt to discuss things that require for their elucida- 
tion this type of formal logic. Nevertheless, Dr. Brunt 
evidently assumes that his readers already have some 
knowledge and want more, for he writes as one scholar 
to another and not, as so many authors of popular science 
do, as a romanc,er to  blockheads. 

Each of the 11 cha ters is excellent, but the one that 

Depressions, is so exc.eptionally good as to deserve espe- 
cial me t’o -14’ J Humphreys. 

The pnst cold zvinter a.nd the possibility of long-range 
weather forecasting,‘ by 1V. J .  Pettersson.-Modern meteorol- 
ogy has made notable advances in forecasting the weather 
of the nest day, but when it attempts to predict the 
weather for more than a week ahead, the percentage of 
successes does not exceed 50 at the most. One reason 
for this failure is to be found in the refusal of the mod- 
ern meteorologist adequately to take into account in the 
problem of weather prediction of direct terrestrial in- 
fluences, such as that of the physical state of the sur- 
face waters of the oceans, even though he may be ready 
enough to take such an influence into account when 
dealing with one of those aerodynamical problems-for 
example, the life history of an Atlantic “depression”- 
which he regards as lying within his particular province. 
Another reason is his neglect of the “Polar-front ’’ theory 
of Professor Bjerknes, one of the greatest authorities 
on aerodynamics and hydrodynamics. 

Professor Bjerknes regards the polar regions as caps 
of cold air maintained largely in consequence of the local 
accumulations of ice and snow, offering a kind of cold 
circular wall facing the warmer winds of temperate 
latitudes. He considers that in conjunction with the 
strongly heated equatorial regions, they set up a circu- 
lation which brings warm air aloft from the equator to 
the pole, there to be cooled and to sink, weighed down 
by its incmasing density, until it is absorbed into the 
polar cap; that these reservoirs of cold air a t  the poles are 
constantly discharging their accumulated air toward the 
equator along the earth, in accordance with “impulses” 
supplied by t,he region of low barometer around the 
equator; that the trade winds represent successful at- 

treats of that most di fI! cult subject, the Origin of Cyclonic 

.ps. F O P  - $&-l..Y8. 

1 Reprinted from NATUBE, London, May 25, 1929. 


